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apparent, and there was no more ardent champion of reform
than Grattan, But the whole series of the proceedings
during the autumn of 1783 were of the nature of a conflict
between Parliament and the volunteers, and Flood after
attacking Grattan's successful efforts to dissuade Parliament
from any unfriendly behaviour to England, as in the con-
troversy over the proposal to reduce the army, was working
up a threatening acrimony outside. Flood himself was an
infinitely less liberal-minded man than Grattan, for all his
schemes of reform shut out the Catholics, and his fiery
Irish passion never lost its exclusively Protestant colour.
But during this agitation he was the militant reformer,
whilst Grattan was determined to prevent disorder and
maintain the dignity of Parliament, and there was no
question which of the two policies would attract the popular
support.
Fox was now in office again, in the Coalition Government,
and his own counsel was clear. The volunteers arranged to
hold a great convention in Dublin in November, when Parlia-
ment had assembled, and to frame a plan of reform, and
to demand those rights without which the "forms of a free
nation would be a curse." The supreme importance of the
plan rested on the fact that the convention was a conven-
tion of armed men, and Fox, whilst he never suggested
that the meeting should be forbidden, insisted very firmly
that no Government could grant a reform demanded at the
sword's point. He relied on Grattan's " integrity and love
of his country" to prevent a military revolution, and he
exhorted Northington, the Viceroy, to show firmness in
rejecting all petitions from " Pretorian bands." With
regard to the " volunteers and their delegates, I want words
to express to you how critical, in the genuine sense of the
word, I conceive the present moment to be. Unless they
dissolve in a reasonable time, Government, and even the
name of it, must be at an end; this I think will hardly be
disputed. Now, it appears to me that upon the event of
the present session of this Parliament, this question will